CHAPTER THREE
THE YOUNG LAWYER [1877-1
WHEN Lloyd George had reached his fourteenth
year the problem of his future became an urgent
one, Further schooling was out of the question;
for the county schools which now make it possible for
every village lad in Wales, however poor, to continue his
studies up to the age of eighteen or so, and indeed after
that at the university, still belonged to a future twenty
years distant* Manual labour was ruled out; for the boy
had shown such an aptitude for study, and the family as
a whole were endued with so much ambition, that it
appears to have been taken for granted that one of the
professions would be his goal Let it not be forgotten
that his father had been a schoolmaster, and that his
unde was a shoemaker for the sole reason that the branch
of the Christian Church ro which he belonged did not
believe in a paid ministry,
We have already observed that the path leading to the
teaching profession would have been an easy one for Lloyd
George if only he had been willing to abjure his Non*
conformist principles. Again and again his friead the
village schoolmaster put before the family the proposal
that he should become a pupil-teacher, and subsequently
follow the normal course of Training College study
leading eventually to the mastership of a National School
Not for one moment, however, would mother, uncle, or
boy entertain the proposal, for their Nonconformity was